The Bude Partnership is Still Working for the Future of Bude

There have been rumours of our demise, but the Bude Partnership has been merely resting!  During 2008, the Bude Partnership presented its strategic plan and 25 year vision for the Bude area. The plan focused on challenges that affect the people who live and work in and around Bude, considering social, economic and environmental issues. We are conscious that the publication of the strategic plan was just the first step, to be followed by the implementation of the strategies and development of proposals by the partner organisations and members of the community itself.  
Funding bids

So far, most of the work has been carried out by volunteers, coordinated by a professional Community Coordinator, Ali Rowe. Since publication of the plan, funding ran out and we have been seeking funding to allow our work to continue.  Ali has continued to work with us and applications have now been submitted to the Big Lottery, seeking major funding to allow the Bude Partnership to work at a professional level over the next few years, to actively implement the plan. The Lottery has given an indication that our scheme is one that they might be inclined to support.

The views of the local population will continue to mould and drive implementation of changes to improve the prosperity of Bude. The Partnership welcomes constructive comments, ideas, aspirations – and the active participation of new members.
Cyclists and Walkers

The potential for Bude, from projects encouraging cycling and walking, are enormous.  There is a major plan to link Bude by an off-road multi-user track to Holsworthy, which would be part of a major new off-road route, connecting the Tarka Trail to the Camel Trail (a project known as TRAC).  The benefits to the Wadebridge area from the Camel trail are well-documented. There would also be improved access for local people to the countryside, with open-air classrooms and other facilities along the routes. The Bude Partnership is an active member of this TRAC project. 

Linked to this, another potential programme for Bude that would improve the health of local people, the look of the town and its attractiveness to visitors, is the creation of Bude as ‘cycle and walker friendly’. We wish to: improve the infra-structure of the town; to include cycle lanes and safe parking for bikes, with a review of all forms of transport in the area; reduce the number of cars driving around the town, perhaps with a land-train from existing car parks. The canal scheme already includes major new paths and walkers’ trails.  We will actively seek to improve public transport, including links to portions of walks and tracks, to enable people with reduced mobility to enjoy new facilities. 
A New Community Centre?

Another aspiration, to be actively pursued by the Bude Partnership (once we have secured our future funding) is a new community centre that would provide facilities and space for activities for young and older people, combined with an arts centre and a home for the new Bude Community Cinema.   The thinking on this scheme is still in the early stages, but the need for such a centre was recognised as a major need by many of the people who participated in our public consultation.  We have also been informed that local celebrity and role model Phil Vickery MBE - icon in international rugby and business owner with sports and leisure clothing company - could be interested in lending his support to such a scheme. Watch this space…

We Welcome New Members

When we started, we set out with a wish to increase the prosperity of the area and improve the quality of life of its citizens, while maintaining and enhance the area’s natural heritage. We seek to embrace all clubs, societies and organisations, all levels of government, industry, commerce and services, as well as individuals of all ages - from pre-school to the retired; and new representatives from other organisations would be welcome.
Our Goals and Principles

All of the strategies summarised in the plan are interdependent on each other and on other plans published by other agencies.  Some strategies build on work already in progress, some are short term goals, and others may take years to accomplish.

Common principles run through our plan:  

· The strategies and objectives are all based on the comments received from members of the community.

· All sections of the local community who have put forward these ideas must continue to be actively involved in the implementation of this plan.
· We will strive to preserve and enhance the natural beauty of our area.

· All implementation will minimise adverse effects on the environment. 
· Wherever practicable, the unique culture of Cornwall and its people will be embedded as strategies are implemented.

Partners
The plan also links to other plans and projects developed by partners and other local organisations. We will for example, work in partnership with the Bude Canal Regeneration project, the Berries Avenue Regeneration Committee and Castle Heritage project, the new Cornwall Council, Town Council and others that arise throughout the town and the surrounding parishes.
Summary

The Bude Partnership wishes to obtain sufficient funding to provide a dedicated professional staff to take a lead, to change the Bude area for the better.  The Partnership wishes to ensure that the quality of life for us all - families, young and old people, organisations, businesses and the environment improves over the coming years.
